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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 10, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE RECORD 

JACKMAR1~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: Luncheon tohversation with Richard 
Pearl, SeMtor Scoop Jackson's Staff 

Richard Pearl met with me Friday, February 6 for lunch at his 
request and the conversation was devoted principally to the sub­
ject of SALT. He made the following points: 

He is very concerned about the current course of 
negotiations in reference to SALT II. 

He feels we are headed for a very damaging SALT agree­
ment and one which will become an issue in the primaries 
and in the General Election. 

The Senate in particular and the Congress in general 
would object strenuously to the current SALT position 
and there is no chance of this being passed. 

Senator Scoop Jackson will make a determined effort to 
defeat the SALT agreement along the lines presently 
discussed and will resort to a total effort to prevent 
it from being adopted. 

He is of the view that the President is not receiving an 
objective and unbiased presentation of SALT, and the 
arguments he is receiving are one-sided. 

Jim Wade, who represented Defense in Moscow, while 
a very able person, may have been unduly influenced 
by his environment and his prominence in the recent 
negotiations. 
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Scoop Jackson's polls in Massachusetts show growing 
unrest and concern by the populous in reference to the 
question of detente. He mentioned a recent Jackson 
poll where questions related to detente were presented 
and there showed a 48% general dissatisfaction of the 
public in detente. 

It would be tragic if we were to forfeit the technology of 
the cruise missile for any type of agreement the Presi­
dent would propose by the Soviets. 

We would be better off to have no agreement this year 
than to have the one that is presently under discussion. 

He apparently had most of the data and information in 
reference to the current SALT agreement and mentioned 
some of the various options that had been presented 
including the numbers of aircraft, etc. 

He mentioned that Henry Kissinger had called Jim 
Schlesinger before he left for Moscow to try and get 
Jim's advise and inputs and hopefully support for what 
Henry sought to do, but Schlesinger advised him that in 
his opinion he should not go to Moscow. 

He 1 s confident if the current proposal is pursued, there 
will be a number of resignations of those who are partici­
pating in the arrangements and he knows of three people 
who are active in the SALT effort who will resign in 
protest over this. 

He felt that some people outside the present government 
community should be solicited on this such as Woolstetter 
at the University of Chicago, Nitze and one or two others 
in order to get both sides presented. 

He felt the real questions were the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
come down on this but one of the problems in getting a 
clear position on the Joint Chiefs was the parochial 
interests of the various services which inevitably 
become involved. 
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He questions the validity of the argument of either SALT 
agreement or substantial increases to strategic weapons 
budget. 

He is of the view that we should not try to obtain an 
agreement but we should not break off the talks. 
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